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I'm pleased to be here in Houston and to have 
the opportunity to talk with you about our basics 
program in Jefferson County, Kentucky. Since being 
elected to xue school board two years ago, i have, 
been a strong supporter of the traditional school 
movement in our district and am quite pleased with 
the direction it is taking. , . 

The other day during one of our board meetings, 

A DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT GOT UP TO SPEAK. He PAUSED 
FOR A MOMENT, NOT QUITE SURE HOW TO BEGIN AND THEN 
FINALLY SAID, "GOOD AFTERNOON, r<! ADAM CHAIRPERSON AND 
MEMBERS' OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION." (PAUSE) THIS 
CONFUSION OVER WHAT. TO CALL SOMEONE OR SOMETHING IS 
RAMPANT IN . EDUCATION TODAY. \!e HAVE OPTIONAL SCHOOLS, 
ALTERNATIVE SCHOOLS, TRADITIONAL SCHOOLS, NUMEROUS 
PROGRAMS WITH ODD - SOUNDING • NAMES AND MORE, MUCH OF 
WHICH LEAVES THE PUBLIC WONDERING WHAT WE ARE TALKING 
ABOUT. 

in my district where we have 116,000 students 
and a fiscal budget of 174 million dollars, i find 
that the traditional school concept and the term, 
"Back to the Basics," have multiple meanings among 

SCHOOL PATRONS. We HAVE A BIG DISTRICT WITH MORE 
THAN 800 THOUSAND PEOPLE. FOR THIS REASON. AND 
OTHERS, I PREFER THE TERM, "FORWARD WITH THE BASICS," 
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AS A' SLOGAN FOR WHAT IS BEING CALLED "TRADITIONAL" 
EDUCATION, WE ARE NOT GOING BACK ANYWHERE, NOR ARE 

we concerned so much with what happened yesterday, 
we are concerned about tomorrow and what the system 
will provide in the way of educational enrichment 
for our children, 

What is a traditional school? In Jefferson 
County, we see this as more of a "how" than "why" 
question, by that i mean we are not talking so ( 
much about a change in curriculum as we are the 
manner in which it is presented, l'?e have defined 
a traditional school as a place dedicated to the 
concept of scholarship, patriotism, courtesy, 
respect, responsibility, and citizenship, a 
traditional school strives to develop in its students 
the highest possible competence in fundamental skills 
it strives to develop strong citizenship, based on 
commonly accepted spiritual values and strong moral 
fiber, Traditional schools want students to develop 
responsibility 'for personal behavior and a spirit of 
individual achievement and competition, fpaditional 
schools are settings fo., young men and women to 
develop into mature adults, 

in a traditional school, patriotism is heavily, 

EMPHASIZED, It IS A TRADITIONAL SCHOOL. BELI EF THAT 

students must be ready to support and accept respon- 
sibility for the preservation of ideals upon which 
the United States was founded, 



Traditional schools Help students determine 
who tmey are, where they are going in life, and 
where they fit into society. 

Traditional schools are not military schools, 
or "cure-all" schools for disciplinary- problems, 

NOR ARE THEY COLLEGE PREP SCHOOLS. 

Traditional schools are a unique environment 

FOR STUDENTS WHO LEARN BEST IN THE SETTING THEY 
OFFER. THE MANNER IN WHICH INFORMATION IS TAUGHT , 
IS THE KEY TO ACHIEVING TRADITIONAL SCHOOL GOALS-. 

That is why many parents have petitioned the Jefferson 
County Board of Education for this type of educa- 
tional, program. The Board has responded by providing 
a traditional high school and a traditional elementary 

SCHOOL, THUS FAR. TWO MORE TRADITIONAL ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS ARE BEING CONSIDERED FOR NEXT YEAR, WITH 

the approval of the local federal district judge. 

In Jefferson County, we have attempted to keep 
several important factors about our traditional 
school program in front of the public. flrst, that 

ANY TRADITIONAL PROGRAM MUST COMPLY WITH A DESEGRE- 
GATION order . ' Second, traditional schooling is for 

SOME CHILDREN, BUT NOT FOR ALL CHILDREN. A THIRD 
IMPORTANT FACTOR IS THAT TRADITIONAL SCHOOLING IS 
JUST ONE LEARNING-TEACHING STYLE THAT MEETS THE 
NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY. fiEXT, THAT TRADITIONAL 
SCHOOLING CONTINUES TO PREPARE STUDENTS FOR ADULT 
LIFE IN THE REMAINDER OF THIS CENTURY AND IN THE 



COMING ONE i And lastly, that parents, teachers, 

CHILDREN, AND OTHERS INVOLVED IN EDUCATION UNDER- 
STAND WHAT IS MEANT BY THE TERM "TRADITIONAL 

education.''" : 

This is olr second year under desegregation 
guidelines. the federal court order states that 

NO SCHOOL /^AY HAVE FEWER THAN 12% OF ITS STUDENTS 
WHO ARE BLACK AND NO MORE THAN; 40% BLACK. EACH ONE 
OF OUR 165 SCHOOLS, INCLUDING THE TRADITIONAL HIGH 
SCHOOL ANT TRADITIONAL GRADE SCHOOL, OPERATES WITHIN 
THESE RACIAL GUIDELINES. It's OBVIOUS THEN, THAT 

since our traditional schools come wihtin the 
desegregation -ordee^s- scope, these schools are not 
havens for parents and students who are attempting 
to escape busing. 

Traditional schools are not for everyone, 
Educators have realized for many years that all 
children do not learn at the same rate, under the 
same environments, and to the same degree. After 
many years of playing "catch-up" to the baby boom 
era and to a period of high social and economic 
mobility, we now have the opportunity to study and 
develop various learning environments that ultimately 
should address the particular needs of individuals.. 

THROUGHOUT THE COMMUNITY. CHILDREN ARE DIFFERENT; 
THEREFORE, IT IS UP TO THE SYSTEM TO PROVIDE A 
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT WHICH WILL 'BE MOST CONDUCIVE TO 
CULTIVATING E/^CH INDIVIDUAL'S UNIQUE ABILITY'. 



TWO TRADITIONAL SCHOOLS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY 
PROVIDE A PHILOSOPHY AND LEARNING CLIMATE IN RESPONSE 
TO PARENTS WHO WANT THE I R CH I LDREN ' TO STUDY AND LEARN 
IN AN ENVIRONMENT WHICH HAS EMPHASIS 'ON THE BUILDING 
BLOCKS OF READING, WRITING, AND ARITHMETIC; WHERE 
THERE IS' EMPHASIS UPON A MORE STANDARD CURR I CULUM 
WITHOUT EXCESSIVE ELECT IVES; WHERE THE TEACHER IS AN 
AUTHORITY SYMBOL; WHERE RECITATION, DRILL, AND HOME- 
WORK ARE EMPHASIZED, ALONG WITH A "nO~NONSENS e" 
APPROACH TO_ DISCIPLINE., THE TRADITIONAL A-B-C-D-F > 
GRADING SYSTEM AND EQUIVALENT NUMERICAL VALUES, 
AND PATRIOTISM, 

Although my time is limited, I have brought 

ALONG SOME SLIDES WHICH WILL HELP YOU UNDERSTAND 
WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH TRADITIONAL EDUCATION IN 
OUR COMMUNITY, BUT FIRST, I'd LIKE TO HAVE SOME 
OF THE CHILDREN AT OUR TRADITIONAL ELEMENTARY TO 
TELL YOU WHAT THEY THINK ABOUT THEIR SCHOOL. 

Those scngs were written by one of the teachers 

AT THE SCHOOL. I THINK THOSE VOICES TFLL YOU, IN A 
MOST BELIEVABLE WAY, WHAT THOSE STUDENTS THINK ABOUT 

their school, 

Because teaching patriotism is a priority in 

THE TRADITIONAL SCHOOL, THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DAY 
BEGINS WITH A FLAG-RAISING CEREMONY, NATIONAL ANTHEM, 

and Pledge of Allegiance. 



While at the high school, students participate 
in the National Anthem and take a few moments for 
silent meditation, 

■ Our elementary, school draws more than 600 
students from 87 home schools around the district, 
The racial percentage is 15% black and 85% white, 
which is within the court-ordered guidelines, 

The traditional high school has 428 students, 

81% OF WHOM ARE WHITE AND 19% OF WHOM ARE IBLACK . 

our traditional schools emphasize discipline, 
Hallways, are quiet; and when students do pass through 
them, they do so in a calm manner, 

We have a discipline code which was written by 

THE FACULTY AND WHICH IS SENT HOME FOR PARENTS TO 
READ AND SIGN AS AN INDICATION OF THEIR Sl/PPORT FOR 

this code, 

Discipline stresses responsibility for one's 

BEHAVIOR AND ITS CONSEQUENCES, RESPECT FOR SELF AND 
OTHERS, AS WELL AS RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY, 

ONE OF THE KEYS TO SUCCESS IN TRADITIONAL I: DUCAT 1 
IS THE DEDICATION AND CONSISTENT COOPERATION OF THE . 



STAFF IN ACHIEVING GOALS WITHIN A COMMON FRAMEWORK 
EACH TEACHER BELIEVES -IS GOOD FOR STUDENT GROWTH' | 

and achievement, 

' Teachers in our traditional program asked to 

BE THERE AND EACH WAS SCREEN ED v BEFORE BEING SELECTED 
FOR THE PROGRAM. 

/ 

IN THE ELEMENTARY PROGRAM, READING SKILLS, 

SPELLING, PE.NMANSH I P, AND COMPUTATIONAL MATH ARE 

EMPHASIZED, \ 

• ' \ 

FROM THE FIRST THROUGH SIXTH GRADE, THESE SKILLS \ 

are sequential and spiral in development. 

Spelling tests are given weekly to assess progress 
amd sometimes classes compete against each other. 

Emphasis is placed on knowing how and when to 

ADD, SUBTRACT, MULTIPLY AND DIVIDE, 

Teachers always stress accuracy and neatness, 

Careful teaching and checking* on this' skill . is 
part of the daily routine, 

The stress on the rasics continues into high scho 
where English is required each year, along with algebr 
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GEOMETRY , AND OTHER MATH COURSES , 



In addition, social studies and American govern- 
ment courses are REQUI REDJEA.CH YEAR. 

This 5th grade class practices composition skills 
in a creative project, publishing the school newspaper 

WHICH HAS BEEN APTLY NAMED, THE TiGFR's TALE . ALL 

classes contribute mews items, stories amd activities, 

Science units and related experiments are part 
of the curriculum at each school. ' .' . 

7 

Students in our schools memorize and recite 
parts of speeches and poems that stress American 
ideals. 

Homework is an integral part of the program from 
1st - 12th grade. 

Assignments are graded and returned ,to the studen 
who takes them home for parents TO" review. 

Our schools use the traditional A-E-C-D-F grading 

SYSTEM. 

Each child must achieve minimal grade standards 
to pass to the next grade. 
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Teachers have made it clear to parents that a 
"c" on a report card means that a student is "working 
at grade level and is doing "good work." 

The dress code at each school stresses neatness, 
cleanliness, and appropriateness. 

It's important that what a student wears should 

NOT DISTRACT OTHER STUDENTS FROM LEARNING. \ x 

Principals do not demand uniformity, because 
this l£ school, not the army; students are individuals. 



b^jt there are rules which are strictly adhered 
to, The pare look is "out"— students do not wear 
V shorts, tank tops, have bare mj-drtffs or eare backs 
in school. 

They do not wear hats or caps in the building. 
They do wear shoes and socks. 

( 

Teachers insist on personal cleanliness and 
personal attractiveness, which calls for moderation 
in voice, posture, and "manners . 

Students, in the traditional high school do not : 
smoke on school property . 

ERIC ' \ 
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I REALIZE FULL WELL THAT TEN YEARS AGO, FEW ' " 
OF US REALIZED THAT WE'D BE TALKING ABOUT ANY OF 
THESE ACTIVITIES AS THOUGH THEY WERE SOMETHING 
UNUSUAL IN SCHOOL, BUT, TIMES DID CHANGE. 

i 

IT'S IMPORTANT FOR THE' TRADI T I ONAL SCHOOL TO 
GET PARENTS INVOLVED WITH THE SCHOOL AND GIVE IT 
THEIR SUPPORT, 

» 

1 to a large degree, the mere presence of a child 
in a traditional' school is an indication of the •« 
respect and support his parents have for this concept, 

In our traditional elementary, mothers are 

trained to provide programmed tutoring services for 

" ! •' ' ■ ' 

SOME PUP I LS , 

\ 

I 

in addition, the. elementary school has about 
250 parent "volunteers who do everything from serving 
as room parents to baking cookies, telephoning, and 
working in the library. 

Needless to say, traditional schools usually 
have an active pta. 

our elementary school has the largest pta member- 
ship of any other school in jefferson county . 

11 



Traditional education looks forward to basics 
that support and complement such survival skills as 
knowing oneself and knowing how to cope in a changing 
world as a responsible adult, 

Across the country, educators are responding 
TO CIVIC, business, and collegiate demands that childr 
be more proficient in the basic skills of the 3 p's, 

Added to this "traditional" trinity are movements 
to ensure the acquisition of basic skills through, 
minimal competency tests for students about to graduati 
proficiency testing for advancement, and performance- 
based curriculum, 

All of this- clearly indicates the need for basic 
education for children, 

As I Mentioned, in Jefferson County we now have - 

TWO TRADITIONAL SCHOQLS7.-A HIGH SCHOOL AND AN ELEMENTAi 
SCHOOL PROGRAM. N THE FOARD OF EDUCATION IS' SERIOUSLY 
CONSIDERING A RECOMMENDATION FROM A CITIZENS COMMITTEE 
THAT THE HIGH SCHOOL BE IN A BUILDING OF ' ITS OWN AND 
THAT TWO MORE TRADITIONAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS BE ADDED 
TO THE' PROGRAM, THE TRADITIONAL HIGH SCHOOL SHARES' 
ITS BUILDING WITH A REGULAR HIGH SCHOOL, ThE FEDERAL 
DISTRICT JUDGE WHO ISSUED THE DESEGREGATION ORDER HAS- 

12 . . - y 
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given us permission to open two more traditional 
elementary .schools as long as they meet his racial 
guidelines within 'a year, ai this point, the board * 
isn't sure that can happen since traditional education 
seems to appeal more to whites than blacks,.. and so, 
we could have a problem getting enough blacks 
interested to open the schools , 

The traditional orientation program in Jefferson 
County is open to all students who want it and for, 

WHOM WE HAVE THE CAPACITY TO ACCOMMODATE. It IS THE 

basic education for children who learn best from this 
approach, but as i said earlier, if is not for everyone, 
The Eoard recognizes that and is not trying to force 
it on anyone not 1 interested, 

we do not believe that traditional schools stifle 
creativity or prevent a student from developing self- 
control, he do believe, however, that an ordered 
environment permits creativity in some children to 
develop in such a way as to permit them to achieve 
their unique potential, 

Our Optional Schools Committee is looking into 
several other -possible types of schools, including 
a math/science school, am ecology school, and a 
foreign language/political science sciiool, just last 
week, ground was broken: for a new l \ million do i lar 
Youth Performing Arts Center which will double as an 
optional school for artistically-talented students, 

13 
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Although the theme of this meeting is "Back- 
to^-the- Basics/' I would urge you to think in terms 

of "Forward with the Basics": as the best means for 

\ 

providing the educational opportunities some' children 
need . i , and many parents are demanding,' that is what 
we have done in jefferson county and the overwhelming 
response afld community interest indicate to me .that / 
we're on/the right track, Thanks for listening and 
come visit us, 
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